
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

CENTRAL COAST REGION
81 Higuera Street, Suite 200

San Luis Obispo, CA 934016427

CEASE AND DESIST ORDER NO. 98-051
Waste Discharger Identification No. 3 350103001

REQUIRING THE
TRES PINOS COUNTY WATER DISTRICT

TO CEASE AND DESIST FROM
REPLACING WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILIT IES

WITHIN THE TRES PINOS CREEK FLOODPLAIN
In San Benito County

The Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central WWTF now resides below the bank escarpment
Coast Region (hereafter Board) finds: and over the highly permeable creek bottom.

1. The Tres Pinos County Water District
(hereafter “Tres Pinos CWD”) provides
wastewater collection, treatment and disposal
services to its constituents in San Benito
County off of Highway 257  miles southeast of
Hollister.

5 . One winter ago the Discharger nearly
experienced another catastrophic failure when
Tres Pinos Creek flows crested very high on the
WWTF earthen dikes.

6 .

2. Approximately 7,500 gallons per day of
domestic wastewater are discharged to the
former Tres Pinos CWD WWTF. Design
treatment and disposal capacity was
approximately 60,000 gallons-per-day from an
estimated design population of 750 people. The
treatment facility was designed to have a wet
well, flow meter, and two acres of
treatment/disposal ponds, as shown on
Attachment A. The Tres Pinos CWD WWTF
was constructed using earthen fill and dikes.

Two winters ago the Discharger reported a
catastrophic failure and loss of two wastewater
containment ponds. Those ponds were
reconstructed in place, only to wash away
during the most recent winter.

Because the Tres Pinos CWD WWTF no longer
exists, the Tres Pinos CWD must install new
wastewater treatment and disposal facilities.

3. The Discharger reported a catastrophic failure
of the wastewater containment ponds on
February 3, 1998. That failure caused all
earthen containment structures and all
contained sewage to wash down Tres Pinos
Creek. The till/terrace where the WWTF
formerly existed was also washed downstream.

On April 10, 1987 the Regional Board adopted
Order Number 87-55. That Order prescribed
Waste Discharge Requirements (hereafter
“WDRs”) for the Tres Pinos CWD to operate
a wastewater treatment and disposal facility.
Order Number 87-55 requires the Tres Pinos
County Water District (hereafter “Discharger”)
to comply with the “Standard Provisions and
Reporting Requirements for Waste Discharge
Requirements” (hereafter “Standard
Provisions”) dated January 1984. Standard
Provision A. 13 requires that

4. Flows in Tres Pinos Creek meander within a
broad creek channel past the former Tres Pinos
CWD WWTF location. The creek channel near
the former Tres Pinos CWD wastewater facility
is clearly defined by a sharp vertical escarpment
about eight feet high. The location of the former

The transport and treatment facilities and
permanent disposal ponds shall be
adequately protected against overflow,
flooding, or washout as the result of a IOO-



. CD’0  No. 98-051 -2-

year j?equency jlood  or loo-year, 24-hour
storm.

9. Past Tres Pinos CWD efforts to comply with
Standard Provision A.13 have failed to protect
the WWTF from the Tres Pinos Creek’s erosive
forces and have caused unpermitted discharges
of waste to surface waters.

10. Reconstructing the Tres Pinos CWD WWTF
within the flood plain of Tres Pinos Creek, a
meandering creek with highly fluctuating flows
and permeable substrate, does not adequately
serve public health or water quality.

11. This enforcement action is being taken for the
protection of health and the environment and as
such is exempt from the provisions of the
California Environmental Quality Act (Public
Resources Code Section 21000, et. Seq.) in
accordance with section 15321, chapter 3, title
14, California code of regulations.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to Section
13301 of the California Water Code, Tres Pinos
County Water District shall cease and desist
violations resulting from the existing condition and
operation of the sewage collection and transport
system, as follows:

May 29, 1998

1 . Forthwith, the Discharger shall cease and desist
any construction plans that would violate Order
Number 87-55 or result in violation of Order
Number 87-55.

2. The Discharger shall not under any
circumstances place any fill material or perform
any construction in the newly established Tres
Pinos Creek floodplain which would violate any
local, state or federal regulations.

3. The Discharger shall comply with the time
schedule and perform tasks listed in Table I
below to improve collection system operation
and maintenance and prevent spills and leaks in
violation of Order No. 87-55.

Table I
Task
Contain and properly treat all

I sewage
Submit a report of waste
discharge, including detailed
design plans for replacement
wastewater treatment and
disposal facilities. The Report
of Waste Discharge must
include a schedule of
implementation.

June 26, 1998

L
FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ORDER MAY SUBJECT THE DISCHARGER
TO FURTHER ENFORCEMENT ACTION, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO, ASSESSMENT OF
CIVIL LIABILITY UNDER SECTION 13385 OF THE WATER CODE AND REFERRAL OF THIS
MATTER TO THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY OR ATTORNEY GENERAL FOR INJUNCTIVE RELIEF AND
CIVIL OR CRIMINAL LIABILITY.

I, Roger W. Briggs, Executive Officer, do hereby certify the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of an
Order adopted by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Coast Region, on May 29, 1998.

H:\-WDRK-BENITO\TRES_PIN\TPCDO.DOC\CHiBDMTG\

.


